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SUBMISSIONS
THE WESTERN HOWL
encourages readers to share
their opinion through letters to
the editor and guest columns.
Submissions must be typed and
include the writer’s name. Contact
information will not be published
unless
requested.
Unsigned
submissions will not be printed
and original copies will not be
returned.
Letters to the editor may be
up to 300 words and guest columns
should not exceed 500 words.
THE
WESTERN HOWL
does not guarantee the publication
of all letters or columns. THE
WESTERN HOWL reserves the
right to edit for punctuation,
grammar, and spelling, but never
for content.
Please bring submissions to
THE WESTERN HOWL at Terry
House or email to howleditor@
wou.edu. Submissions must be
received by Monday at 5 p.m. to be
considered for print.
All opinions expressed in
columns, letters to the editor
or advertisements are the
views of the author and do
not necessarily reflect those of
THE WESTERN HOWL
or
Western Oregon University.

As the COVID-19 pandemic carries
on, supporting small and local businesses
continues to be more important than ever.
In the spirit of supporting local shops and in
recognition of Black History Month, here are
a variety of local Black-owned businesses near
Western.
Creative Credit & Auto Sales: 4045 State
St., Salem. Tyrone Jones started Creative
Credit & Auto Sales car dealership to help
customers buy and lease cars even without
great credit. Check out their selection online
at creativecreditautosales.com, or visit them
on site where they also have a mechanic shop.
Flourish Spices and African Food: 1555

Hawthorne St. NE, Salem. Olajumoke Elkanah
opened this African whole foods store and
restaurant after noticing a need in Salem for
food from her heritage. Flourish offers shipping
of their African food products through their
website, flourishafricanmart.com; check out
their catering and cooking class services as
well.
Jojo’s Soul Food & Memphis BBQ: 4106 State
St., Salem. This food truck from owner Ricky
“Jojo” Tufuku brings the taste of traditional
southern foods to Oregon. Find their mouth
watering menu on their Facebook page, @
Jojo’s Soul Food & Memphis BBQ.
Pets Unleashed: 488 E Ellendale Ave. Suite

2, Dallas. This pet supply and grooming store
is Dallas’s first, opened by Jayden Jones. They
offer professional and self service grooming,
and they are fully stocked with toys, food,
accessories and even small animals. Find them
on Facebook @Pets Unleashed.
Q’s Corner Barbershop: 651 High St. NE,
Salem. Two businesses live at Quandary
Robinson’s Salem shop: Robinson’s barber shop
for children and adults alike, and Earl “Drako”
Drake’s soul radio station, KSOS. Follow their
Facebook page @Q’s Corner Barber Shop.
See a full list of local Black-owned businesses
on our website, wou.edu/westernhowl.

GOOD CHIVES ONLY
How to grow a fruitful indoor garden
Allison Vanderzanden
Lifestyle Editor | avanderzanden19@wou.edu
Growing a garden can be a
rewarding hobby, though winter
makes it all but impossible to
grow greens outdoors. Luckily,
many herbs and small vegetables
can be grown indoors, a win-win
for those without outdoor spaces
and those looking for year-round
fresh goods. Here are some steps
to starting a personal indoor
garden.
Firstly, map out the perfect
spot in the house. Most plants
will grow best in a south facing
window with full sunlight. If no
such window is available, investing
in incandescent, fluorescent or
full spectrum LED lights is also an

option.
Pick out which greens are going
to be planted. The possibilities
are endless — from scallions to
basil to oregano to microgreens.
According to gardentherapy.ca,
the easiest herbs to grow indoors
include chives, mint, parsley and
Vietnamese coriander. Seedlings
tend to be less fickle than seeds
— a good option especially for
novice gardeners. Buy seeds and
seedlings from the gardening
center at a grocery outlet or home
improvement store.
Next, acquire other necessary
supplies; use pots, containers or
window boxes at least four inches
@thewesternhowl

deep, and make sure they have
drainage holes with a drip tray
underneath. Get organic potting
soil and some type of watering
can or mister, and buy fertilizer if
desired.
Pat down about two inches of
soil into a pot, then scatter many
seeds over the soil. Top with a
thin layer of soil, then water and
add optional fertilizer. If repotting
seedlings, make sure the roots get
fully covered with dirt. Place the
pots in adequate light; if using
artificial light, set it on a timer for
about 16 hours per day.
Each plant is unique, so follow
growing instructions provided on

the seed packet or online. Most
plants will need to be watered
every couple of days. Many greens
will pop up in about one week,
and some may be ready to harvest
in as little as three weeks; cuttings
can be taken starting when the
plant reaches at least four inches
tall.
When harvesting, use clean,
sharp scissors to cut lower outer
leaves and stems. Harvest often,
but cut less than one third of
the plant at a time to encourage
growth. Enjoy fresh herbs and
vegetables in meals, soups and
salads all year-round.

Tuesday, Feb. 16, 2021

The Western Howl

Entertainment

wou.edu/westernhowl

Some music
just defies
“Gravity”
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Trippy visuals and bass guitars come together
Natalie Dean
Entertainment Editor | ndean17@wou.edu
Music artist Brent Faiyaz has gained
traction for his talents and recognition
in the music industry following the
huge response from his album, “F--k the
World,” which was released in February
2020. Fans have been long anticipating
another album or single, and when
the time finally came, Faiyaz didn’t
disappoint. Released on Jan. 27, Faiyaz’s
latest hit, “Gravity,” comes stacked with
vocals and lines from DJ Dali and Tyler,
the Creator, and has Steve Lacey on the
guitar and bass.
Through the song, both Faiyaz and
Tyler describe their lifestyle on the

Brent Faiyaz’s latest single, “Gravity,” is quickly becoming a hit.

road and the way it impacted their
relationships. Both artists experience
a type of “gravity” from their partners,
who try to pull them back home from the
rush of a luxe lifestyle, and the amount of
energy it takes to maintain that balance.
Faiyaz boasts a bit about his fame in
the chorus with, “I’m on (Don’t act like
I’m average)/ But you want me home
(Home)/ I’d get you what you want
(Superstar status)/ But you want me
alone (I’m gone, baby, I’m active).” And
Tyler, the Creator echos the message
of finding a balance between here and
there in the third verse, “Now when I’m

gone, and I roam ‘round the globe for
three months/ That’s too long without
somethin’ that’s sweet/ So I phone, little
treats, that’s a snack, not a feast/ They
don’t mean much to me/ ‘Cause I know
that I have a bakery back at home.”
There are effortless transitions
between verses paired with strong vocals
and unique melodies, which all together
form a trippy auditory time-warping
experience. Following this theme, the
album cover includes fluorescent colors
that look like a psychedelic oil spill,
resulting in a warbling and eye-catching
artwork.

The melodies, layers of instruments
and laid back vocals create a pop song
that will hit the top of the music charts
and stay there. As of right now, fans wait
to hear if an official music video will
be released within the coming months.
While they wait, a video of the audio
alongside engaging visuals is currently
on YouTube.
Find Brent Faiyaz’s — and other
accompanying artists’ — latest music on
Spotify and other streaming platforms.

Four poetry
books to dive into

Photo by Natalie Dean

Find a real page-turner with this poetry
recommendation

Poetry can be enjoyed by anyone, especially with these four recommended poets.

Poetry is often enjoyed because of its versatility —
especially since there are so many different poets and
genres to explore. To help narrow down the search,
here’s a list of four poets and their works to help get the
ball rolling:
“Among the Dog Eaters” by Adrian C. Louis.
Louis covers material centered on being Native American
in the 20th century and recounts his experiences in a
vivid, vulnerable way. From the foreword written by
Jimmy Santiago Baca, “[Louis] deals with margin life,
the blood and betrayals, the bleak joys and raging
ecstasies of our lonely, primal dance as humans living
in a world insanely intoxicated on cheap thrills.” Broken
into five parts — all jam packed with poems — the titles
alone are enough to make a reader intrigued. Some
of my personal favorites are “Sometimes a Warrior
Comes Tired” and “In the Ghetto on the Prairie there

Natalie Dean
Entertainment Editor | ndean17@wou.edu

is Unrequited Love.”
“at the helm of twilight” by Anita Endrezze.
With a tough love, no-nonsense attitude, Endrezze
uses lyrical poetry to wrap the reader into the natural
rhythm that is created, and her sharp imagery keeps
the pages turning. She takes closely familiar, universal
experiences, examines them and then uses original
approaches to poetry, such as the ways it can be read
and enjoyed by many audiences. The poem, “Sunflower
Woman,” is a poem that can be read in vertical or
horizontal columns, and another poem, “In the
Horizontal Sky,” consists of twelve short sections.
“The Captain’s Verses” by Pablo Neruda.
Neruda is a staple among many people’s poetry
collections and is well known for his artistic use
of language that pulls at the readers’ heartstrings.
@thewesternhowl

He addresses the visceral feelings of new love and
ecstasy, relationships with one another and the deep
connections people share through their lives. In his
poem, “Not Only the Fire,” he describes, “Ah my life/
it is not only the fire that burns between us/ but all of
life,/ the simple story,/ the simple love/ of a woman and
a man/ like everyone.”
“War of the Foxes” by Richard Siken.
Siken takes a compelling and haunting approach
to his poetry, touching on issues around morality,
personhood and the ways people find meaning and
purpose in art. He uses raw language that can also be
found in his poems from earlier published collections,
such as “Crush.” This collection holds stories of birds,
war and tales about the moon.
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CELEBRATING
TAGP’S GRAND
OPENING ON
MAIN STREET
The Thoughts and Gifts Project welcomes Polk
County residents to celebrate the move to their
new permanent location
Sydney Carpenter
News Editor | scarpenter18@wou.edu
On Feb. 20, the Thoughts and Gifts
Project nonprofit organization will be
commemorating their permanent move
to 427 Main St. E from 1 to 3 p.m..
Established in 2018 by founder Jean
Love, TAGP celebrates the birthdays
of underserved youths and qualifying
senior citizens by providing $30 worth
of gifts, three books and two birthday
cards.
Prior to COVID-19, TAGP would
host one large birthday party each month

TAGP has partnered with several assisted living homes.

for all participants within their program.
Adapting to COVID regulations, the
nonprofit does not have large birthday
parties, but now does monthly prize
drawings with donations from the Dollar
Tree in addition to their other gifts.
Love had the idea after listening to a
Toys for Tots commercial on the radio
during Christmas time.
“It’s great that there’s such an outpour
of support for one day, but what about
the other 365 days of the year?” explained

Love.
When the organization first began
providing services to the public, their
original location was temporary.
“We had a partnership with the Polk
County Service Club … They allowed
us to use their club house free of charge
and we were there for three days a week,”
said Love, “but we did not have on site
storage.”
According to Love, they spent the
next few years fundraising until they

were able to purchase a storefront in
Monmouth during the fall of 2020.
“We thought about doing a grand
opening in October, but at that point
you’re getting into November and
December where the main focus is
Christmas,” Love explained. “We
don’t want to compete with anything
Christmas because there is too much
good that happens then.”
Continued on back

IFC
FREEZE

Infographic by Kyle Morden

The IFC has finalized spring
term and are working on next
year’s budget
Sydney Carpenter
News Editor | scarpenter18@wou.edu

Not all departments have proposed because of the ice storm. There are four areas that are currently missing.

Western’s Incidental Fee Committee has completed
their process for establishing fee and budgetary
allocations for spring 2021.
During their Feb. 5 meeting, seven IFC members
voted to approve the motion of allocating all budgetary
requests from all 15 funded areas while one member

abstained. For the money allocation, the committee
supplied three areas with additional funding: Student
Media received $2,750; the Creative Arts department,
$1,500; ASWOU, $81.
For spring term, the committee opted to lower the
$150 fee students saw on their bill this term due to lower
@thewesternhowl

budgetary requests, according to IFC chair Makana
Waikiki. From the meeting transcript, it was revealed
by IFC member Quentin Kanta that only one student
voted on the fee preference option and voted for a $125
fee to be charged on student billing next term.
Continued on back
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SUPPORTING
FUTURE
EDUCATORS

TRIO has opened applications for their new
Teacher Prep Student Support Services program
Sydney Carpenter
News Editor | scarpenter18@wou.edu

Koshnick has been working with TRIO and similar programs since 2012.

AN HONORABLE
SEND OFF

The U.S Department of Education
has granted Western’s TRIO program
additional funding for a Teacher Prep
Student Support Services program
through a Student Support Services
grant.
Implemented
by
the
Higher
Education Act of 1965 in 1968, the SSS
grant was designed by the ED to increase
the college graduation rates of students
from disadvantaged backgrounds.
“TPSSS is specifically designed for
students who want to be teachers,”
explained Director of Teacher Prep
Student Support Services Jen Koshnick.
“I want TPSSS to be a supportive place
on campus, where students will get
encouragement and build the skills they
need to be successful in the teaching

profession.”
According to Koshnick, extra support
needs for TRIO-eligible education major
students were identified back in 2020.
“The goal of the grant is to help
students persist, stay in good academic
standing, (and) graduate with a degree in
Education,” said Koshnick.
Under the current program, services
include licensure exams preparation,
tutoring, FAFSA support and career
development for 140 students who qualify
for the program every year. Students
interested in applying or learning if
they qualify can visit wou.edu/tpsss. All
applications must be submitted by Feb.
26. For further questions, students can
email the director at koshnickj@mail.
wou.edu.

Photo by Kiara Wehrenberg

Vetertan Center director, Collin Haines leaves
Western
Sydney Carpenter
News Editor | scarpenter18@wou.edu
After three and a half years of serving
student veterans attending Western,
Veteran Resource Center director Colin
Haines has resigned.
The announcement came after Haines
accepted a teaching position with the
Department of Defense’s Science and
Technology Academies Reinforcing
Basic Aviation and Space Exploration
program. Founded in 1991, the program
was tailored to provide 25 hours of
military
personnel
demonstrating

Colins served as a medic in the army for 10 years. He served in every position in an infantry
medical platoon from line medic to platoon sergeant.

science, technology, engineering and
math in “real world” scenarios to fifth
grade minority students.
“The DoD Starbase program combines
everything I strive to be as a professional
educator,” said Haines. “(Western), along
with its students, faculty and staff, will
always hold a place in my heart, but I felt
the time was right to progress my career
and make an impact on young students
who need me the most.”
Haines reported that his time serving

students at Western had been impactful
— personally and professionally. He
went on to say the student leaders of Peer
Advisers for Veteran Education program
have always provided student veterans
or veteran-dependents with quality
information regarding Veteran Affair
benefits and academic life on campus.
“The fact that I have such an
outstanding student staff who are more
than able to help their peers during the
period between directors allows me to

@thewesternhowl

leave with a bit of (peace) of mind that
our student veterans will not be left
hanging,” said Haines.
At this time, Western has hired a
new director, and Haines said he has
confidence in the hiring authorities’
ability to identify and nurture great
talent. To learn more about the new
director or learn more about veteran
benefits on campus, email sva@mail.
wou.edu.
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THIS WEEK

IN COMPLETELY MADE UP

HOROSCOPES
Compiled by The Western Howl staff

ARIES

TAURUS

GEMINI

CANCER

We used to live in an electric world

Avatar: the Last Airbender IS anime.
Argue with the wall

hehehe

I’m getting more depressed by the
second, let’s wrap this up

3/21–4/19

4/20–5/20

5/21–6/20

6/21–7/22

LEO

VIRGO

LIBRA

SCORPIO

I miss you debbie come back

This is your final warning.

If I see one more WOU student
that I know on my TikTok fyp I will
scream

Do: watch a cooking show
Don’t: go to school

7/23–8/22

8/23–9/22

9/23–10/22

10/23–11/21

SAGITTARIUS CAPRICORN

AQUARIUS

PISCES

F--K YOU GABI

*f a l s e*

“I hate to say it but I think I’m
getting too old”

11/22–12/21

12/22–1/19

sorry i was busy playing a game abt
ghosts and cults, what did you say?

1/20–2/18

WOUrd Search

2/19–3/20

Words compiled from the stories featured in Issue 16 of The Western Howl
AIRBENDER

ORGANIC

CHRISTMAS

SUNFLOWER

COLLEGE

SWORD

FUNDING

THOUGHTS

HARVEST

TWILIGHT

HAWTHORNE

WARNING

MELODIES
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ADVENTURING THROUGH
A SEA OF SWORDS
“Sword Coast Adventurer’s Guide” is not Wizards of the Coast’s typical sourcebook
Stephanie Moschella
Digital Media Manager | smoschella20@wou.edu
Okay in actuality, “Sword Coast Adventurer’s Guide”
is technically not even a sourcebook. For dungeon
masters — no matter how experienced — there will be
absolutely nothing for them in this book. If you want a
general overview of Faerûn and the Sword Coast area
itself, then sure, spend $20 or so for this book. But, for
people that have access to the internet, it is way easier
to look up the information needed than to go searching
through 50 pages.
The Sword Coast honestly is an extremely generic
setting for a Dungeons & Dragons campaign. It’s good
for quick one shots with new and boring players or the
Adventurer’s League — settings I don’t really define as
actual D&D campaigns.
Photo by Stephanie Moschella

There is a lot of lore here, and Wizards of the
Coast does make it canon instead of flip flopping with
conflicting lore like they did for the past 30 plus years.
They retconned and reconstructed a lot of material into
one convenient source book, but it still can only really
be used in an god-awful traditional setting.
However, WOTC will do anything for a cash grab,
so they did cram some new content for character
development. Besides the lore on the Sword Coast,
other surrounding areas in Faerûn and a few deities,
this source book puts a spotlight on class archetypes
and new backgrounds.
Not all classes get new archetypes and some only get
expanded versions — which hinders a lot of character

builds. However, there’s some interesting ones such as
the Purple Dragon Knight fighter, the comprehensive
Arcana domain for clerics and a storm related
archetype for sorcerers. Bards and druids don’t get any
new additions, but unless a player is trying to have sexy
times with a dragon as an actual a-s dragon, there’s no
point in playing these classes anymore anyways.
Overall Review: For players that want an
introduction to the Sword Coast region or D&D
hoarders that want to collect all the books, go ahead
and buy this. But, it’s pretty meaningless and not really
worth the investment, so I would suggest just using
online resources. 4/10 would recommend to DM’s and
players alike.

Don’t bother wasting time with “Sword Coast Adventurer’s Guide” since it won’t really add much to any ongoing dungeon and dragons campaign.

@thewesternhowl
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THOUGHTS
& GIFTS

Continued from page 4

For the event, TAGP is doing a ribbon
cutting ceremony in front of the store at
1:30 p.m. in addition to three different
game stations.
“They will be quick fast games and
after they can win prizes,” said Love.
Participants will also be able to
receive some TAGP swag bags that
contain various branded items. At this
time, food will not be provided due to
COVID regulations. People interested in
attending the event are required to wear

Continued from page 4

a mask, but no RSVP is required.
“We’re really doing something
positive for our community,” said TAGP
volunteer Kathy Grudle. “It’s such a
wonderful feeling to be able to say this
something we’re giving you and because
we care about you having a birthday.”
To learn more about qualifications
or to donate to The Thoughts and Gifts
Project, students can visit their website at
thoughtsandgifts.org.

IFC

The operating costs for spring term
total $585,886.67. Under the current
proposed fee, the IFC anticipates
collecting $502,750 and supplying the

remaining funding using money from
their $800,000 worth of reserves. The
difference between winter and spring
term’s operating budgets is approximately

During COVID-19, TAGP held parades.

$330,000 less. The difference is due to
the athletics department not making
any budgetary requests for spring due to
sufficient funding from their winter term
requests.
The IFC is also working on drafting
budgetary allocations and fee proposals
for the 2021-2022 academic year. All
funded areas have been asked to pitch
10%, 20% and 30% cuts. The reason for
this request is due to the uncertainty of
enrollment for the upcoming year and
the unpredictability of COVID-19.
At this time, only 11 of the 15 areas
have proposed their budgets for the

upcoming school year. All areas were
supposed to finish their proposals on
Feb. 12, but the IFC chair cancelled the
meeting because of the ice storm, and
anticipate resuming proposals on Feb.
19.
For students that are interested in the
IFC’s process, the committee holds their
meetings via Zoom every Friday starting
at 9 a.m. All committee meetings are
open to the public and the link to the
meeting can be found at their website
wou.edu/ifc/. For all other inquiries
regarding the IFC, students can email
the IFC chair at ifcchair@mail.wou.edu.

Cover photo by Kiara Wehrenberg
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